
William Miller
William: “will” and “helmet.”

“‘As I was fully  convinced,’ says Miller, ‘that all Scripture given by inspiration of God is 
profitable (2 Timothy 3:16); that  it came not at any time by the will of man, but was written as 
holy men were moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter 1:21), and was written ‘for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope’ (Romans 15:4), I could but 
regard the chronological portions of the Bible as being as much a portion of the word of God, 
and as much entitled to our serious consideration, as any other portion of the Scriptures. I 
therefore felt that  in endeavoring to comprehend what God had in His mercy  seen fit to reveal to 
us, I had no right to pass over the prophetic periods.’— Bliss, page 75.” The Great Controversy, 
324.

“Those who proclaimed this warning gave the right message at the right time. But as the 
early disciples declared, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand,’ based on the 
prophecy  of Daniel 9, while they failed to perceive that the death of the Messiah was foretold in 
the same scripture, so Miller and his associates preached the message based on Daniel 8:14 and 
Revelation 14:7, and failed to see that there were still other messages brought to view in 
Revelation 14, which were also to be given before the advent of the Lord. As the disciples were 
mistaken in regard to the kingdom to be set up at the end of the seventy weeks, so Adventists 
were mistaken in regard to the event to take place at the expiration of the 2300 days. In both 
cases there was an acceptance of, or rather an adherence to, popular errors that blinded the mind 
to the truth. Both classes fulfilled the will of God in delivering the message which He desired 
to be given, and both, through their own misapprehension of their message, suffered 
disappointment.” The Great Controversy, 352.

 
For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his 

head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a 
cloak. Isaiah 59:17. See also Ephesians 6:17 and 1 Thessalonians 5:7, 8.

Milller: a person who owns or operates a mill, esp. a mill that grinds grain into flour.
“The knowledge of God is not to be gained without mental effort, without prayer for 

wisdom in order that you may separate from the pure grain of truth the chaff with which men 
and Satan have misrepresented the doctrines of truth. Satan and his confederacy of human agents 
have endeavored to mix the chaff of error with the wheat of truth. We should diligently  search 
for the hidden treasure, and seek wisdom from heaven in order to separate human inventions 
from the divine commands. The Holy Spirit will aid the seeker for great  and precious truths 
which relate to the plan of redemption. I would impress upon all the fact  that a casual reading of 
the Scriptures is not  enough. We must search, and this means the doing of all the word implies. 
As the miner eagerly explores the earth to discover its veins of gold, so you are to explore the 
word of God for the hidden treasure that Satan has so long sought to hide from man. The Lord 
says, ‘If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching.’ John 7:17, Revised 
Version.
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“The word of God is truth and light, and is to be a lamp  unto your feet, to guide you 
every  step of the way to the gates of the city  of God. It is for this reason that Satan has made 
such desperate efforts to obstruct the path that has been cast  up  for the ransomed of the Lord to 
walk in. You are not to take your ideas to the Bible, and make your opinions a center around 
which truth is to revolve. You are to lay aside your ideas at the door of investigation, and with 
humble, subdued hearts, with self hid in Christ, with earnest prayer, you are to seek wisdom from 
God. You should feel that you must know the revealed will of God, because it concerns your 
personal, eternal welfare. The Bible is a directory by  which you may know the way to eternal 
life. You should desire above all things that you may know the will and ways of the Lord. You 
should not  search for the purpose of finding texts of Scripture that you can construe to prove 
your theories; for the word of God declares that this is wresting the Scriptures to your own 
destruction. You must empty yourselves of every prejudice, and come in the spirit of prayer to 
the investigation of the word of God.” Review and Herald, September 11, 1894.

William Miller was born at Pittsfield, Massachusetts. His formal schooling consisted of 
only 18 months, but he became self-taught through his strong habit of reading. He also early 
began to write, composing poetry and keeping a diary. His reading exposed him to infidel 
authors who influenced him in the direction of deism. He became a justice of the peace in his late 
twenties, and fought in the War of 1812. Several experiences during this conflict  turned his mind 
toward a personal God. By  1816 he was converted, and began Bible study in earnest. He wrote, 
‘The Scriptures . . . became my delight, and in Jesus I found a friend.’

By 1818 in his study of the prophecies he concluded that Jesus would return ‘about 
1843.’ In 1831 he began to share his studies in public in small settings, after strong conviction 
and providential guidance to do so. After meeting J. V. Himes, a prominent editor, in 1839, the 
way was opened to preach to large groups in major cities. While opposed by many, his 
preaching, and that of others who caught the Advent message, made a significant impact, with up 
to 100,000 accepting belief in the soon coming of Christ. Ellen Harmon heard him in Portland, 
Maine, in March of 1840 when she was 12 years old. She recounted, “Mr. Miller traced down the 
prophecies with an exactness that struck conviction to the hearts of his hearers. He dwelt upon 
the prophetic periods, and brought many proofs to strengthen his position. Then his solemn and 
powerful appeals and admonitions to those who were unprepared, held the crowds as if 
spellbound.” Life Sketches, 20.

William Miller: 1782–1849.

4



William Miller in the Spirit of Prophecy
Cedar Falls Lesson One

The Messenger Himself
“The instigator of all evil sought not only  to counteract  the effect of the advent  message, 

but to destroy the messenger himself. Miller made a practical application of Scripture truth to 
the hearts of his hearers, reproving their sins and disturbing their self-satisfaction, and his plain 
and cutting words aroused their enmity. The opposition manifested by  church members toward 
his message emboldened the baser classes to go to greater lengths; and enemies plotted to take 
his life as he should leave the place of meeting. But holy  angels were in the throng, and one of 
these, in the form of a man, took the arm of this servant  of the Lord and led him in safety from 
the angry mob. His work was not yet done, and Satan and his emissaries were disappointed in 
their purpose.” The Great Controversy, 336.

A MESSAGE OF SALVATION
“Ministers who would not accept this saving message  themselves hindered those who 

would have received it. The blood of souls is upon them. Preachers and people joined to oppose 
this message from heaven and to persecute William Miller and those who united with him in the 
work. Falsehoods were circulated to injure his influence; and at different times after he had 
plainly declared the counsel of God, applying cutting truths to the hearts of his hearers, great 
rage was kindled against him, and as he left the place of meeting, some waylaid him in order to 
take his life. But angels of God were sent to protect him, and they led him safely away from the 
angry mob. His work was not yet finished.” Early Writings, 235.

 THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE CHAIN OF TRUTH
“God sent His angel to move upon the heart of a farmer who had not believed the Bible, 

to lead him to search the prophecies. Angels of God repeatedly visited that chosen one, to guide 
his mind and open to his understanding prophecies which had ever been dark to God’s people. 
The commencement of the chain of truth was given to him, and he was led on to search for 
link after link, until he looked with wonder and admiration upon the Word of God. He saw there 
a perfect chain of truth. That Word which he had regarded as uninspired now opened before his 
vision in its beauty  and glory. He saw that  one portion of Scripture explains another, and when 
one passage was closed to his understanding, he found in another part of the Word that which 
explained it. He regarded the sacred Word of God with joy and with the deepest respect and awe.
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“As he followed down the prophecies, he saw that the inhabitants of the earth were living 
in the closing scenes of this world’s history, yet they  knew it not. He looked at  the churches and 
saw that they were corrupt; they  had taken their affections from Jesus and placed them on the 
world; they  were seeking for worldly honor, instead of that honor which cometh from above; 
grasping for worldly  riches, instead of laying up  their treasure in heaven. He could see hypocrisy, 
darkness, and death everywhere. His spirit  was stirred within him. God called him to leave his 
farm, as He called Elisha to leave his oxen and the field of his labor to follow Elijah. With 
trembling, William Miller began to unfold to the people the mysteries of the kingdom of God, 
carrying his hearers down through the prophecies to the second advent of Christ. With every 
effort he gained strength. As John the Baptist heralded the first advent of Jesus and 
prepared the way for His coming, so William Miller and those who joined with him 
proclaimed the second advent of the Son of God.

“I was carried back to the days of the disciples and was shown that God had a special 
work for the beloved John to accomplish. Satan was determined to hinder this work, and he led 
on his servants to destroy John. But God sent His angel and wonderfully preserved him. All who 
witnessed the great  power of God manifested in the deliverance of John were astonished, and 
many were convinced that God was with him, and that the testimony which he bore concerning 
Jesus was correct. Those who sought to destroy him were afraid to attempt again to take his life, 
and he was permitted to suffer on for Jesus. He was falsely  accused by his enemies and was 
shortly banished to a lonely  island, where the Lord sent His angel to reveal to him events which 
were to take place upon the earth and the state of the church down to the end—her backslidings 
and the position which she should occupy if she would please God and finally overcome.

“The angel from heaven came to John in majesty, his countenance beaming with the 
excellent glory of God. He revealed to John scenes of deep and thrilling interest in the history  of 
the church of God and brought before him the perilous conflicts which Christ’s followers were to 
endure. John saw them passing through fiery trials, made white and tried, and, finally, victorious 
overcomers, gloriously saved in the kingdom of God. The countenance of the angel grew radiant 
with joy and was exceeding glorious, as he showed John the final triumph of the church of God. 
As the apostle beheld the final deliverance of the church, he was carried away with the glory of 
the scene and with deep reverence and awe fell at the feet of the angel to worship him. The 
heavenly messenger instantly  raised him up and gently reproved him, saying, ‘See thou do it not: 
I am thy  fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony  of Jesus: worship God: for 
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’ The angel then showed John the heavenly city 
with all its splendor and dazzling glory, and he, enraptured and overwhelmed, and forgetful of 
the former reproof of the angel, again fell to worship at his feet. Again the gentle reproof was 
given, ‘See thou do it not for I am thy  fellow servant, and of thy  brethren the prophets, and of 
them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.’
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“Preachers and people have looked upon the book of Revelation as mysterious and of less 
importance than other portions of the Sacred Scriptures. But I saw that this book is indeed a 
revelation given for the especial benefit of those who should live in the last days, to guide them 
in ascertaining their true position and their duty. God directed the mind of William Miller to 
the prophecies and gave him great light upon the book of Revelation.

“If Daniel’s visions had been understood, the people could better have understood the 
visions of John. But at  the right time, God moved upon His chosen servant, who, with 
clearness and in the power of the Holy  Spirit, opened the prophecies and showed the harmony of 
the visions of Daniel and John and other portions of the Bible, and pressed home upon the hearts 
of the people the sacred, fearful warnings of the Word to prepare for the coming of the Son of 
man. Deep  and solemn conviction rested upon the minds of those who heard him, and ministers 
and people, sinners and infidels, turned to the Lord and sought a preparation to stand in the 
judgment.

“Angels of God accompanied William Miller in his mission. He was firm and 
undaunted, fearlessly proclaiming the message committed to his trust. A world lying in 
wickedness and a cold, worldly church were enough to call into action all his energies and lead 
him willingly  to endure toil, privation, and suffering. Although opposed by professed Christians 
and the world, and buffeted by Satan and his angels, he ceased not to preach the everlasting 
gospel to crowds wherever he was invited, sounding far and near the cry, ‘Fear God, and give 
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.’” Early Writings, 229–232.

The Commencement of the Chain of Truth
“From a farther study of the Scriptures, I concluded that the seven times of Gentile 

supremacy must commence when the Jews ceased to be an independent nation at the captivity of 
Manasseh, which the best chronologers assigned to B. C. 677; that the 2300 days commenced 
with the seventy weeks, which the best chronologers dated from B. C. 457; and that the 1335 
days commencing with the taking away of the daily, and the setting up of the abomination that 
maketh desolate, [Daniel 12:11] were to be dated from the setting up of the Papal supremacy, 
after the taking away of Pagan abominations, and which, according to the best historians I could 
consult, should be dated from about A. D. 508. Reckoning all these prophetic periods from the 
several dates assigned by the best chronologers for the events from which they should 
evidently be reckoned, they all would terminate together, about A. D. 1843. I was thus brought, 
in 1818, at the close of my  two years study of the Scriptures, to the solemn conclusion, that in 
about twenty-five years from that time all the affairs of our present state would be wound up  . . .” 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, April 18, 1854.
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His Angel
“The words of the angel, ‘I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God,’ show that he 

holds a position of high honor in the heavenly courts. When he came with a message to Daniel, 
he said, ‘There is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael [Christ] your Prince.’ 
Daniel 10:21. Of Gabriel the Saviour speaks in the Revelation, saying that ‘He sent and signified 
it by His angel unto His servant John.’ Revelation 1:1. And to John the angel declared, ‘I am a 
fellow servant with thee and with thy brethren the prophets.’ Revelation 22:9, R. V. Wonderful 
thought—that the angel who stands next in honor to the Son of God is the one chosen to open the 
purposes of God to sinful men.” The Desire of Ages, 99.

MILLER TYPIFIED
CALLED AS ELISHA

“God called him to leave his farm, as He called Elisha.”

INSTRUCTED AS JOHN
“God directed the mind of William Miller.”

THE MESSENGER HIMSELF
“The messenger himself.”

A TYPE OF THE DISCIPLES
“The experience of the disciples who preached the ‘gospel of the kingdom’ at the first 

advent of Christ, had its counterpart in the experience of those who proclaimed the message 
of His second advent. As the disciples went out preaching, ‘The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of 
God is at hand,’ so Miller and his associates proclaimed that the longest  and last prophetic 
period brought to view in the Bible was about to expire, that the judgment was at hand, and the 
everlasting kingdom was to be ushered in. The preaching of the disciples in regard to time was 
based on the seventy  weeks of Daniel 9. The message given by Miller and his associates 
announced the termination of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14, of which the seventy weeks form a 
part. The preaching of each was based upon the fulfillment of a different portion of the same 
great prophetic period.” The Great Controversy, 351.

A TYPE OF MOSES IN HIS DEATH
“God suffered him to fall under the power of Satan, the dominion of death, and hid him 

in the grave from those who were constantly drawing him from the truth. Moses erred as he was 
about to enter the Promised Land. So also, I saw that William Miller erred as he was soon to 
enter the heavenly Canaan, in suffering his influence to go against the truth. Others led him to 
this; others must account for it. But angels watch the precious dust of this servant of God, and he 
will come forth at the sound of the last trump.” Early Writings, 258.
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A TYPE OF ELIJAH & JOHN
“Thousands were led to embrace the truth preached by William Miller, and servants of 

God were raised up  in the spirit and power of Elijah to proclaim the message. Like John, the 
forerunner of Jesus, those who preached this solemn message felt compelled to lay the ax at the 
root of the tree, and call upon men to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. Their testimony was 
calculated to arouse and powerfully affect the churches and manifest their real character. And as 
the solemn warning to flee from the wrath to come was sounded, many who were united with the 
churches received the healing message; they saw their backslidings, and with bitter tears of 
repentance and deep agony of soul, humbled themselves before God. And as the Spirit of God 
rested upon them, they  helped to sound the cry, ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of 
His judgment is come.’” Early Writings, 233.

A TYPE OF ADVENTISM IN SPIRIT AND POWER
 “John came in the spirit and power of Elijah to proclaim the first  advent of Jesus. I was 

pointed down to the last days and saw that  John represented those who should go forth in the 
spirit and power of Elijah to herald the day of wrath and the second advent of Jesus.” Early 
Writings, 155.

A TYPE OF ADVENTISM IN METHOD OF STUDY
“Those who are engaged in proclaiming the third angel’s message are searching the 

Scriptures upon the same plan that Father Miller adopted. In the little book entitled ‘Views of the 
Prophecies and Prophetic Chronology,’ Father Miller gives the following simple but intelligent 
and important rules for Bible study and interpretation:

“‘1. Every word must have its proper bearing on the subject presented in the Bible; 2. All 
Scripture is necessary, and may  be understood by diligent application and study; 3. Nothing 
revealed in Scripture can or will be hid from those who ask in faith, not wavering; 4. To 
understand doctrine, bring all the scriptures together on the subject you wish to know, then let 
every  word have its proper influence; and if you can form your theory  without a contradiction, 
you cannot be in error; 5. Scripture must be its own expositor, since it  is a rule of itself. If I 
depend on a teacher to expound to me, and he should guess at its meaning, or desire to have it so 
on account of his sectarian creed, or to be thought wise, then his guessing, desire, creed, or 
wisdom is my rule, and not the Bible.’

“The above is a portion of these rules; and in our study  of the Bible we shall all do well to 
heed the principles set forth.

“Genuine faith is founded on the Scriptures; but Satan uses so many devices to wrest  the 
Scriptures and bring in error, that great care is needed if one would know what they really  do 
teach. It is one of the great delusions of this time to dwell much upon feeling, and to claim 
honesty while ignoring the plain utterances of the word of God because that word does not 
coincide with feeling. Many have no foundation for their faith but emotion. Their religion 
consists in excitement; when that ceases, their faith is gone. Feeling may be chaff, but the word 
of God is the wheat. And ‘what,’ says the prophet, ‘is the chaff to the wheat?’
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“None will be condemned for not heeding light and knowledge that  they never had, and 
they  could not obtain. But many  refuse to obey  the truth that is presented to them by Christ’s 
ambassadors, because they wish to conform to the world’s standard; and the truth that has 
reached their understanding, the light that has shone in the soul, will condemn them in the 
Judgment. In these last days we have the accumulated light that has been shining through all the 
ages, and we shall be held correspondingly responsible. The path of holiness is not on a level 
with the world; it is a way cast up. If we walk in this way, if we run in the way  of the Lord’s 
commandments, we shall find that  the ‘path of the just  is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.’” Review and Herald, November 25, 1884.  

 
A TYPE OF THE 144,000

“Elijah was a type of the saints who will be living on the earth at the time of the second 
advent of Christ and who will be ‘changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at  the last 
trump,’ without tasting of death. 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52. It was as a representative of those who 
shall be thus translated that  Elijah, near the close of Christ’s earthly  ministry, was permitted to 
stand with Moses by the side of the Saviour on the mount of transfiguration. In these glorified 
ones, the disciples saw in miniature a representation of the kingdom of the redeemed. They 
beheld Jesus clothed with the light of heaven; they heard the ‘voice out of the cloud’ (Luke 9:35), 
acknowledging Him as the Son of God; they saw Moses, representing those who will be raised 
from the dead at the time of the second advent; and there also stood Elijah, representing those 
who at the close of earth’s history  will be changed from mortal to immortal and be translated to 
heaven without seeing death.” Prophets and Kings, 227.

THE ELIJAH TO COME
“The prophet Malachi declares: ‘Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart  of the children to their fathers.’ Here the prophet describes the character 
of the work. Those who are to prepare the way  for the second coming of Christ are represented 
by faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ’s first 
advent.” Testimonies, volume 3, 62.

WILLIAM MILLER IN THE BIBLE
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way  before me: and 

the Lord, whom ye seek, shall  suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who 
may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: And he shall sit  as a refiner and purifier of silver: and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years. Malachi 3:1–4.
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SUMMARY
The Lord raised up  William Miller as His messenger to announce the opening of the 

judgment. Miller had been typified by Elijah, John the Baptist, Moses and Elisha. He himself 
typified Adventism and the 144,000 at  the end of the world. The angel Gabriel instructed Miller 
and directed his mind, showing him the starting point of the 1335 year time prophecy, the 2520 
year time prophecy  and the 2300 year prophecy. Miller had also been typified by the disciples, 
particularly in their misunderstanding of the message of their time. Miller had been illustrated by 
Malachi as the messenger that would prepare the way for Christ, Who as the Messenger of the 
covenant came unexpectedly to the Most Holy Place on October 22, 1844.
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